SUMMIT: RECLAIMING EDUCATION AS A PUBLIC GOOD

Notes from Panel #2

e Renee Lovato, member of Adams 14 school board:
o Houston schools were taken over by the same education management

organization (Empower Schools) that the Colorado State Board of Education first
assigned to Adams 14 because the district was on “turnaround” status.

o The push for charter schools in Adams 14 is promoted by groups like Faith

Bridge, the Colorado Children’s Campaign, Transform Education Now, and Stand
for Children.

e Therese Gilbert, teacher in Greeley:
o The district has not approved any new charter schools in many years, but the

existing ones are all on the side of the district that is mostly white and aftluent.

o Greeley schools have 90% of students qualified for free/reduced lunch, except in

their charter schools, which also have very few Special Education students or
English learners.

e Kallie Leyba, American Federation of Teachers — Colorado:
o Douglas County schools were attacked by Americans for Prosperity, the American

Legislative Exchange Council, etc., in 2009, leading to a takeover of the school
board by “reformers,” privatization of many parts of the district (food service,
transportation, etc.), and the creation of the voucher system (later ruled
unconstitutional).

The reformer board shamed teachers for being members of the teachers union and
eroded the image of the union as being people.

Although 65% of the teachers signed a petition for a collective bargaining
agreement, the board dropped it. As a result, new teachers don’t event know
about the union.

e DJ Anderson, former member of Poudre school board:

o

o

His daughter began her education in a charter school, but DJ realized that its
teachers were not certified and had very poor skills in classroom management.
There are big real estate deals that support charter schools; for example, one
charter school in Poudre received a gift of $6 million for its building. Thus,
charter schools are able to attract affluent students because of their location.

It is very expensive for school districts to hire lawyers to fight against the bad
practices in charter schools.

Charter schools promote themselves by having “small” class sizes.



