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GILLES DELEUZE, 
”POSTSCRIPT ON THE 
SOCIETIES OF CONTROL”

Never has it been clearer that 
education reform is industry: “The 
administrations in charge,” writes 
Gilles Deleuze in Postscript on the 
Societies of  Control, “never cease 
announcing supposedly necessary 
reforms: to reform schools, to 
reform industries, hospitals, the 
armed forces, prisons” (p. 4).

Source: 
cla.purdue.edu



A NATION AT RISK AND 
EDUCATION “CRISIS”
“And please abolish that abomination, 
the Department of  Education,” 
implored Ronald Reagan as he 
established his goals for the committee 
charged with producing A Nation at 
Risk (1983). Reagan sought to shift the 
public’s support from public schools to 
school choice as well as, in his 
misguided words, return prayer to 
schools.

https://radicalscholarship.com/2020/01/16/misunderstanding-prayer-religion-and-public-education-again-and-again/


A NATION AT 
RISK AND 
EDUCATION 
“CRISIS”

The narrative created by A Nation at Risk has none the less some enduring 
elements that are uncritically supported by mainstream media (complicit in the 
Big Lie):

• Educational failure is grounded in the educational system itself, and thus, 
education reform has been in-school-only reform policies.

• Identifying systemic societal, community, and home influences on measurable 
student learning is rejected as using poverty/inequity as an “excuse.”

• Teachers are simultaneously the most important factor in education and the 
agents of  failure due to poor training and/or low expectations for 
marginalized student populations.

• The rhetoric is grounded in crisis/miracle binary and the primary evidence for 
those claims are standardized tests (mostly state-level accountability testing 
and NAEP).

• Policies tend to be one-size-fits all solutions to overstated and unsupported 
problems.



A NATION AT 
RISK AND 
EDUCATION 
“CRISIS”

Edling (2015) has identified similar patterns grounded in 
media rhetoric resulting in education policy internationally:

• Viewing education as being in more or less permanent crisis

• Taking the role as a spokesperson for teachers and on behalf  
of  the field of  education

• Excluding the knowledge and experiences of  teacher(s), 
educators and/or educational researchers in the public press

• Simplifying the notion of  being a good teacher through 
stereotypes and dualistic frameworks that overlook task and 
relational complexity.

Edling, S. (2015). Between curriculum complexity and stereotypes: Exploring stereotypes of teachers and education in media 
as a question of structural violence. Journal of Curriculum Studies, 47(3), 399-
415. https://doi.org/10.1080/00220272.2014.956796

https://furman.box.com/s/09i4vqhgqwm26ob27l4mjb3sz8vk24vh
https://furman.box.com/s/09i4vqhgqwm26ob27l4mjb3sz8vk24vh
https://doi.org/10.1080/00220272.2014.956796
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CHARTER 
SCHOOLS AS 
TROJAN HORSE 
SCHOOL CHOICE

After a 7-year experiment, New Orleans is an all-charter 
district no more

In the wake of  Katrina in 2005, Louisiana Governor Bobby 
Jindal (R) leveraged the natural disaster to begin the eventual 
shift of  schools in New Orleans from traditional public 
schools (TPS) significantly staffed by a Black professional 
class of  teachers to a charter school Recovery School 
District (RSD) run by Paul Vallas and often staffed by 
young, white, and affluent Teach for America (TFA) recruits.

This moment was acknowledged by some as disaster 
capitalism that had far more to do with politics than 
improving student achievement. The endgame was to 
entrench school choice schemes and create a cheaper 
although fluctuating teacher workforce (TFA).

https://www.route-fifty.com/management/2024/06/after-7-year-experiment-new-orleans-all-charter-district-no-more/397060/
https://www.route-fifty.com/management/2024/06/after-7-year-experiment-new-orleans-all-charter-district-no-more/397060/
http://archive.wilsonquarterly.com/book-reviews/new-schools-old-problems
https://radicalscholarship.com/2013/09/24/disaster-capitalism-and-charter-schools-revisiting-new-orleans-post-katrina/
https://radicalscholarship.com/2013/09/24/disaster-capitalism-and-charter-schools-revisiting-new-orleans-post-katrina/
https://radicalscholarship.com/2014/05/30/endgame-disaster-capitalism-new-orleans-and-the-charter-scam/


BI-PARTISAN = 
CONSERVATIVE 
IN EDUCATION 
REFORM

Here, it is important to acknowledge that most education reform in 
the US over the past 40 years has been grounded in conservative 
ideology (even though the political support has been bi-partisan) and 
most of  that reform is Trojan Horse reform—using a false veneer of  
reform to accomplish ideological and political agendas.

School choice schemes are not about student achievement but about 
publicly funding private education and “white flight” as public 
schools have become majority-minority populations of  students.

TFA and organizations such as National Council on Teacher 
Quality (NCTQ) are not designed to improve teacher quality or 
teacher preparation but about creating a cheap workforce and 
eradicating teacher professionalism to make way for teachers as mere 
monitors for scripted programs and computer-based instruction.

https://radicalscholarship.com/2023/05/03/sor-movement-maintains-conservative-assault-on-teachers-and-public-schools/
https://radicalscholarship.com/2023/05/03/sor-movement-maintains-conservative-assault-on-teachers-and-public-schools/


BI-PARTISAN = 
CONSERVATIVE 
IN EDUCATION 
REFORM

Education reform in the US primarily creates churn—new standards, 
new programs, new materials, new teacher training, etc.—that serves the 
needs of  the market, not parents or their children. That churn is 
promoted by education reform influencers who only gain if  schools, 
teachers, and students are perpetually viewed as failing—permanent 
crisis.

Lurking underneath education reforms during George W. Bush’s tenure 
as governor of Texas and president of  the US was the lure of  scripted 
curriculum that shifted authority away from the teacher and to the state 
and primarily commercial products.

Although Bush’s reform agendas flourished with bi-partisan support, 
scripted curriculum and de-professionalizing teachers (see also the value-
added methods schemes and the “bad teacher” attacks under Michelle 
Rhee) mostly lost favor and lay dormant post-Obama (even as the 
Obama administration double-down on most of  the conservative 
elements established by Bush’s administration).

https://radicalscholarship.com/2024/05/30/deinfluencing-reading-policy/
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-4020-8981-7
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-4020-8981-7
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“SCIENCE OF” 
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AS TROJAN 
HORSE 
EDUCATION 
REFORM

And now, the mask is coming off  with the announcement 
of  the Evidence Advocacy Center:

“In the EAC’s plan for the transformation of  the 
profession into an evidence-based system, educators will 
relinquish certain freedoms — notably the leeway to 
employ ineffective practices — but will gain guidance 
that empowers them to fulfill their original purpose by 
profoundly impacting the future of  students, families and 
communities. The alternative is to continue rearranging 
the deck chairs under the guise of  education reform.”

https://www.the74million.org/article/new-initiative-is-creating-evidence-based-guidelines-for-educators/
https://evidenceadvocacycenter.org/learn-more/


“SCIENCE OF” MOVEMENTS AS TROJAN HORSE 
EDUCATION REFORM
First, directly from the International Dyslexia 
Association:

“The term ‘Structured Literacy’ is not 
designed to replace Orton Gillingham, Multi-
Sensory, or other terms in common use. It is 
an umbrella term designed to describe all of  
the programs that teach reading in essentially 
the same way. In our marketing, this term will 
help us simplify our message and connect our 
successes. ‘Structured Literacy’ will help us 
sell what we do so well.”

And then from the Education Writers 
Association:

https://dyslexiaida.org/ida-approach/
https://dyslexiaida.org/ida-approach/
https://radicalscholarship.com/2023/08/22/ewa-doubles-down-on-media-misinformation-campaign-about-reading/
https://radicalscholarship.com/2023/08/22/ewa-doubles-down-on-media-misinformation-campaign-about-reading/


RETURN OF THE “BAD 
TEACHER” MYTH
That is, lay dormant until the “bad 
teacher” myth was resurrected by Emily 
Hanford and the “science of  reading” 
(SOR) movement:

• Teachers do not know how to teach 
reading (80% elementary teachers are 
women)

• Teacher educators willfully do not teach 
the “science” (Overwhelming majority 
of  teacher educators are women)

https://radicalscholarship.com/2023/02/16/the-myth-of-the-bad-teacher-2023/
https://radicalscholarship.com/2023/02/16/the-myth-of-the-bad-teacher-2023/


THE MISLEADING STORY

Aukerman, M. (2022, November 23). The science of  reading and the media: Is reporting biased? Literacy Research 
Association. https://literacyresearchassociation.org/stories/the-science-of- reading-and-the-media-is-reporting-biased/

https://literacyresearchassociation.org/stories/the-science-of-%20reading-and-the-media-is-reporting-biased/


WHO BENEFITS?
Many of  these groups are fundamentally conservative, but even a modicum of  
interrogating the Who and Why behind this agenda reveals some chilling concerns.

NCTQ was founded by the Thomas B. Fordham Institute, a conservative think tank 
dedicated to school choice/charter schools and market forces. Note that there is a 
distinct contradiction between advocating for “science” in education practices and 
citing NCTQ, which has never produced any scientifically valid “reports.”

The leadership of  EAC includes several connections to the University of  Oregon, 
home of  DIBELS®, a phonics-centric program that was revitalized by the SOR 
movement.

Other leaders include Louisa Moats, creator of  LETRS, which is being mandated 
across the US to retrain teachers in SOR even though, again, the program is not 
supported by science.

The Reading League has its own market connections, endorsing practices not 
supported by the science (decodable texts, notably).

The 95 Percent Group is also based on an aspirational claim not grounded in settled 
science, as one analysis concludes about the 95% claim: “This all said, it does seem 
there is some level of  support for 96% being a benchmark goal [emphasis added], for 
reading proficiency rates.”

https://radicalscholarship.com/2023/09/18/nepc-review-teacher-prep-review-strengthening-elementary-reading-instruction/
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HVs7h-18km68jirWvkiEDQIyA6GV02JP9LxKt6D_QJU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HVs7h-18km68jirWvkiEDQIyA6GV02JP9LxKt6D_QJU/edit
https://radicalscholarship.com/2024/03/27/the-reading-league-science-or-grift/
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/academic-office/reading-leadership-implementation-council/the-science-of-reading--a-literature-review-april-2022-update.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/academic-office/reading-leadership-implementation-council/the-science-of-reading--a-literature-review-april-2022-update.pdf
http://llt.org.in/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/issue-21-The-Case-Against-Decodable-Texts.pdf
https://radicalscholarship.com/2024/02/15/science-of-reading-playing-numbers-games-not-supported-by-science/
https://www.pedagogynongrata.com/the-95-rule
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GRADE RETENTION: MISSISSIPPI
The following data from Mississippi on reading proficiency and grade retention exposes that these 
claims are misleading or possibly false:

2014-2015 – 3064 (grade 3) – 12,224 K-3 retained/ 32.2% proficiency

2015-2016 – 2307 (grade 3) – 11,310 K-3 retained/ 32.3% proficiency

2016-2017 – 1505 (grade 3) – 9834 K-3 retained / 36.1 % proficiency

2017-2018 – 1285 (grade 3) – 8902 K-3 retained / 44.7% proficiency

2018-2019 – 3379 (grade 3) – 11,034 K-3 retained / 48.3% proficiency

2021-2022 – 2958 (grade 3) – 10,388 K-3 retained / 46.4% proficiency

2022-2023 – 2287 (grade 3) – 9,525 K-3 retained/ 51.6% proficiency

2023-2024 – 2033 (grade 3) – 9,121 K-3 retained/ 57.7% proficiency

https://mdek12.org/publicreporting/Reports/


MANUFACTURED “MIRACLES”

Westall and Cummings concluded in a 
report on reading policy: “[S]tates 
whose policies mandate third-grade 
retention see significant and persistent 
increases in high-stakes reading scores 
in all cohorts…. [T]here is no 
consistent evidence that high-stakes 
reading scores increase in states 
without a retention component 
[emphasis added].”

DoDEA school reading achievement is a 
testament to what research has shown for 
decades about student achievement:

“Almost 63% of the variance in test 
performance was explained by social capital 
family income variables….The influence of  
family social capital variables manifests itself  
in standardized test results..”

https://edworkingpapers.com/sites/default/files/ai23-788.pdf
https://radicalscholarship.com/2024/05/13/reading-reform-we-refuse-to-choose/
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-7102/14/2/129


”PROFICIENCY” AS 
MANUFACTURED CRISIS
State accountability testing is measuring individual 
achievement, and states tend to use “proficient” as a 
measure that falls in the “basic” range of  NAEP, 
suggesting that state-level proficient is “grade level” 
approximate or at least what most student should be 
able to achieve at that grade.

https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/studies/statemappingtool/
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/studies/statemappingtool/


TROJAN HORSE EDUCATION REFORM: MAGA EDITION

• Project 2025

• CRT >>> DEI attacks

• Censorship and Curriculum Bans

• Eliminate Department of  Education = eliminate funding (Title I, 
Title IX, etc.) and the Office of  Civil Rights

• School Choice, vouchers



UNDERSTANDING NAEP AS MANUFACTURED CRISIS
• NAEP’s achievement levels are designed to 

be confusing and support the manufactured 
education crisis (see here).

• Using NAEP to rank and sort is misleading 
and doesn’t support needed reform.

• NAEP scores do offer some important facts 
related to achievement gaps and the 
pervasive influence of  affluence and poverty 
on educational outcomes, but the media and 
political leaders choose to ignore those 
lessons.

• Decades of  NAEP reinforce this conclusion by 
Maroun and Tienken: “Policy makers and 
education leaders should rethink the current 
reliance on standardized test results as the 
deciding factor to make decisions about 
student achievement, teacher quality, school 
effectiveness, and school leader quality. In 
effect, policies that use standardized test 
results to evaluate, reward, and sanction 
students and school personnel are doing 
nothing more than rewarding schools that 
serve advantaged students and punishing 
schools that serve disadvantaged students.”

• Media persist in focusing on only two stories 
about education: Crisis and outliers; both of  
which serve the interests of  anyone expect 
students and teachers.

https://radicalscholarship.com/2024/02/23/big-lies-of-education-reading-proficiency-and-naep/
https://radicalscholarship.com/2024/03/30/big-lies-of-education-international-test-rankings-and-economic-competitiveness/
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-7102/14/2/129
https://radicalscholarship.com/2023/04/13/no-crisis-no-miracles-the-false-narratives-of-education-journalism/
https://radicalscholarship.com/2025/01/02/the-outlier-story-how-education-journalism-almost-always-gets-it-wrong/


REJECTING 
CRISIS/MIRACLE 
RHETORIC: A 
NEW STORY

• De-couple reform and instruction from universal or prescribed programs and center 
teaching children (not implementing programs with fidelity). Admit there is no one 
way to teach all students and provide the contexts that allow teachers to serve 
individual student needs.

• Reform the national- and state-level testing. The US needs a standard metric for 
“proficient” and “age level” (instead of  “grade level”) shared on NAEP and state 
tests in grades 3 and 8; and that achievement level needs to be achievable and not 
“aspirational” (such as is the case with NAEP currently). National and state testing 
must be age-based and not grade-based to better provide stable data on 
achievement.

• End grade retention based on standardized testing. Retention is punitive, and it 
harms children while also distorting test data.

• Monitor and guarantee vulnerable populations of  students who are below 
“proficient” to insure they are provided experienced and certified teachers and 
assigned to classes with low student/teach ratios.

• Address teaching and learning conditions of  schools, including teacher pay and 
autonomy.

• Honor and serve students with special needs and multi-lingual learners.
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